-4

" DOCUMENT RESUME

_ED 116 480 S S ~ PL 007 358

TITLE V1etname§e History, Literature, and Folklore. , P
: : Intermediate/Secondary Education Series, WNo. 1. //// '
Indochinese Refugee Education Guides. e

INSTITUTION Center for Applied Llngulstlcs, Washington, D. C./f/
PUB DATE © 75 . . e
NOTE - 6p. | 7

. P , //’ .
EDRS PRICE MF-$0. 76 nc-s1 58 Plus Postage e e
DESCRIPTORS *Annotated Bibliographies; *151an/ﬁlstory, Cultural

~-Background; Cultural cOntext;,Cultural Edacation;
Fiction; *Folk Culture; Folklore Books; Foreign .
Cul%ure; Indochlnese,/;a termediate Grades; Legendr;
Literature; Poetry; Refugees; Resoufg: Materials;

N Secondary Bducatloﬁ. Tales; *Vietnamese ,
- IDENTIFPIERS *Vietnam; vletﬂanese Culture; Zen '
ABSTRACT - . '

Thls/dhnotated bibliography lists 14 books deallng

. with cultural and/Ilterary material about Vietnam and the Vietnamese,

including poetrf} Zen poems, geography, history, politics, customs,
folk talesb/légends, and other fiction. R1ll items are available in
English anﬁ intended for students at the intermedlate and/or
secondary levels. Each entry indicates the appropriate level(s) and
glye/ full bibliographic and avallabillty information. (TL)

-

»

ol ofe ko o o ok ok sk o ok o ook ok ok ok ok ok o ok ok *******#**************************'&***********

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
. *

Documents acguired by FRIC include many informal unpublished *
materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes ewvery effort *
to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal *
reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality’' *
of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductlons ERIC makes available *
via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not *
respon51b1e for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *

*
3

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original.
AR AR AR AR R AR AR AR A AR AR R R ok ok ok ok




- National |ndochlnese Cleoringhouse . Cen'rer for Applied Lingulstlcs

» : 1611 North Kent Street, Arllng?on, Virginia 22209
US. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, : -~ Toll Ffee Hot LI”Q\IBOO) 336-3040

EDUCATION & WELFARE ) )
‘NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ) N
. EDUCATION

1S DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO , '
CED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM ) . .
E: PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN . . .
ING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
ATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE

SRR . Ingldéhingse F(efosee Edueoﬂon" G'ui‘des

/U

#1 -

INTERMEDIATE/éhCONDARYvEDUCATION SEkiES; Vietnamese History, Literature,
S , : ' ‘*\and Folklore ' C

Following is Lhe first of several bibliographies\which deal with cultural’
and literary material about Vietnam and the Vietnamese, available in
English. The entries are all for the intermediate and/or secondary

"level and aze designated as to appropriateness, e.g. upper elementary
- . and intermediate, secondary and adult, etc.

T e

1. From the Vietnamesefl Ten Centnr;es of Poetry, edited by Burton
. ' Raffel, 'Neinork' October House, 1968. 75 pp. (Secondary
and Adult) - ) '

~ wA seven-page introduction discussés and illustrates the rules
of Vietnamese versification.. The rest off. the book is a collection
of Vietnamese poems from the 1lth century to the present “Two .

. peasant songs are included. The/transl tions are by Burton Raffel
based on literal renderings of .the originals supplied by Vietnamese
scholars. (The poems represent a wide range both in time and sub-
Ject matter.) -

-

2. Getting;to.Know the Two Vietnams, by Fred West, illustrated by
Polly Bolian. New York: Coward-McCann, 1963. 64 pp.

"The first half of the book,.for upper elementary and junior
. high students, gives a comprehensive historical background of Viet-.
nam, the achievements of President Diem's administration and the
causes- that led to its downfall. There is a chapter on the City
of Saigon, the people, the transportation, schools, clothing and
food.

. The second half.deals with foreign aid in Vietnam, primari1y<
. Chinese~in the North and American in the South. The life in North -
Vietnam is presented through the eyes of a boy brought up on a
state-run farm. The author also talk; about the role of different
religions in Vietnam and some cultural features.

"To tell twin stories” is the stated goal of the book, yet
there are only five pages devoted to the life in North Vietnam.

‘The writing is clear, instructive and supplemented with
beautiful illustrations, maps and a chronology of important dates
©in Vietnamese history. . ° '
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. KIM - A Gift from Vietnam, by Frank W. Chinnock. New York:

World Publishing-Co., 1971. 210 pp. (Secondary and Adult)

An editor for Reader's Digest, Mr. Chinnock tells the
story of his own adopted Vietnamese child. The first five chapters
describe how the: family came to the decisior of adopting a Viet-
namese girl, his trip to Saigon to search for '"their daughter",

* their long wait, their anxiety, expectation, frustratlon and fin-

ally the arrival of Kim. /The remaining eight chapters.describe
the difficult time they had adjusting to Kim and helping Kim
adjust to her new family. Recommended especially for adoptive
parents with Vietnamese children. The Chinnocks' personal.
experience will help them understand and handle their adopted
children better. There are 30 pictures of Kim in different moods
and acts. -

s

Land of beaggll and Foxr Folk Tales of Vietnam, by Ruth Q. Sun,
iliustrated by Ho Thanh Duc. Rutland, Vermont: C.E.
Tuttle Co., 1967. 135 pp. $5.50. (Secondary and Adult)

Thirty-one traﬁ&tional folk stories translated in a pleasant
style. The author. spent one_year as a lecturer at the University
of Saigon, and, ﬁollected many of the stories directly from her
students in “verslons learned at the knees of their parents and
grandpareyts The book is well presented, beautifully illustrated
and reg:esentative; the tales reflect the universal nature of
folk tales, showing man's earliest attempt to interpret his own
sp<roundings, the :basic human plight, man's inner desire to get

¢wdy from harsh reality, etc. There is a- short chronology of’
"events -- both real "and legendary -- in Vietnamese history.. The

book can serve as an entertainlng source of 1nformat10n on V1et-

nam and it5s people.: R
AY

Let's Visit V1etnam, by John C. Caldwell New York: The John

Day Co., 1969. $3.96.
Appropriate for upper elementary and junior high stadents

. The first part of the book gives an outline of the history of Viet- :
-nam from the ancient past to the emergence of Ho Chi Minh and the

partition of Vietnam in 1954. It also describes the way of life

- in different areas of the country: the rural, the highlands and

the city. The second half is about the American involvement in
Vietnam. The book ends with the beginning of the combat troops'

: w1thdrawa1

In -his account &f events, the author tends to relate what
is familiar to the Am@ricans, such as the comparison of the noc~
turnal attacks of the Viet Cong on the strategic hamlets with the"
Indian attacks during the night in the pioneer days, whichqhelp
give a clearer picture to the young American reader. :

Despite a few errors regarding the historical facts of
Vietnam and the language,.the book is easy to read, clear, and
instructive. It is intended for the-American student who wants
to know the whys and hqﬁs of the Amerlcan involvement in Vietnam
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Promises to Keep, by Paige Dixon. New York: Atheneum, 1974, l65]pp.
$6. 95 . (Secondary and Adult) _

The book deals with problems faced by an orphaned boy, half
American, half Vietnamese, when he went to live.with his American
grandmother in a small New England town after his Vietnameue '
mother died. His quiet but strong personality had a good influence

-on his American cousin. . The book also presents. the American young-

stevrs &s prejudiced eruel, thoughtless, but there are other nice -
boys, too.

o .
s

‘The Story of Vietnam: A Background Book for Young People, by Hal

Dareff. New York: Parents' Magazine Press, 1966. 250 pp.
(Intermediate through Adult)

.. This iswa clearly presented (primarlly modern) history of
Vietnam. The. book ‘begins with a chapter on the history of Viet-

/nam before the French. The establishment of the French is given
in more detail, and there is a chapter on Communism and Ho Chi
" Minh:. The last half of the book is devoted to the period since

World War II, with the book ending with Presidént Ky still in
power. . : .

The author's purpose is to provide a backgroundwfor under -
standing American involvement in Vietnam. As a result, this is
almost exclusively .a political history, and is primarily concerned
with the more recent periods. In places the writing seems somewhat
“glanted", but the author makes it clear in his introduction that

the book contains personal opinions and interpretations of facts.

f

Vietnam and Countries of the Mekong, by Larry Henderson. Rev. ed.

*fr New York: Thomas Nelson, 1967. 254 pp. (Secondary and Adult)
The first five chapters are devoted to Vietnam, ranging

from the geographical and cultural background to the political.-and
economic prcblems, - Good background reading for high school students.

Viet Nam: Land of Many Dragons, by Hal Buell. New York: Dodd;
Mead, 1968 142 pp. :

This is a simplified history of Vietnam for the upper elem-
entary/junior high level, with about half the book devoted to the
period of American involvement. The last two chapters deal with
the impact of the Vietnamese War on the U.S. and its possible impor-
tance in the world situation. The book is illustrated with many

-striking black and white photographis. Because of its publication

date (1968), the concluding chapters are dated.
. }
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Vietnam, Our Beloved Land, by Nguyen Cao Dan and Tran Cao Linh.
Rutland, Vermont: Charles E. Tuttle, 1968 . 124 pp.
(Intermediate throygh Adult) e .

This is a collection of photographs by Vietnamese photo-

‘graphers designed to show Vietnam as it is remembered by the Viet-

namese. The 86 photographs are grouped into the following. cate-
gories, each of which begins with a brief introduction: plains -
and meadows, the evergreen highlands, the sea, sand dunes, cultural
aspects and folklore, Vietnamese boats, the Vietnamese woman, the
Vietnamese soldier. While these photographs have been chosen in’
part for their. artistic value, most of them also present visually
important aspects of Vietnamese culture as well as views of the
land and people.

Vietnam: _The Count#y, The Peop le, by David C. Cooke. New York:

Grosset & Dunlap,-1968. $4.95. (Secondary and Adult)

- The book has 11 chapters covering the legendary origin of

the Vietnamese, their historical background and the characteris- .
tics.of their way of life as compared with those in the Western
world. Chapter headings are: 1) Legend of the Kindly Dragon,

2) A Study in Survival, 3) The Family:is Always ‘First, 4) Paris
of the Orient, 5) Life in a Vietnamese Village, 6) Customs and
Religions,'7)'The~Happy~Iimes, 8) A Different Way of Life, 9)
Marriage by Arrangement, 10) Nuoc mam and Hot Dog, 11) Your Future
in the Stars. Most of the information collected is based on the
author's personal contacts during the days he served in Vietnam
as publications advisor to the SVN government.

The author dwells heavily on traditions no lomgg¢r practiced

~1in Vietnam which tend to give the reader a-misleading’impression

of the daily life of the modern Vietnamese.\ He also tends to over-
generalize, and misinterpretations crop up throughout the book.

It is yet a delightful book to read if one is \looking for enter-
taining reading material.

. g 3 P
. i . : . - pd :

— , s '
Vietnamese Folk Poetry, translated hy John Balaban.‘ Greensboro,

N.C.: Unicorn Press, 1974. 47 pp. $8 00 cloth, $4 00
paperback (Secondary and Adult)

collected by the translator in the Mekong delta, Saigon, the Cen-
tral Highlands, and Hue in 1971 and 1972. The poems in this book
were chosen from around 500 recorded at that time from about 30

‘people ranging from a 5-year-old boy to ‘a 72-year-old woman. ‘In

addition to the 36 short poems (the longest is a page), there i3

a one-page. introduction ‘and a biographical note about the translator.
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13. Vietnamese Iegends, compiled and translated by G F. Schultz
Rutland, Vermont: C.E. Tuttle, 1965 163 pv5 $4,70.
| (Secondary and Adult) T

/ The book contains' 32 short stories as part of the well of
folklore of V ~tnam. Versions presented here are most popular
ones and given in a pleasant style. The author gives a brief note
n the historical background of the country, :pointing out the

eep influence.on the culture by tne neighbor in the north, yet
observes that ''on the Chinese base, there has developed a language,
literature and’ civilization of distinct Vietnamese flavor" ca
point many foreign writers on Vietnam have missed. /

14. Zen Poems,/by Nhat Hanh. Greensboro, N.C. Unicorn Pfess, in
prqSS. $10 00 cloth, $5.00 paperback /

/ - This book contains 12 poems. These are written in Vo-Dinh' s
/ ink-and- -brush calligraphy (in Vletnamgge) on a sheet whith also
./ interprets each verse with a drawing. 1 The English translatlon . .
' - (by Teo Savdry and Vo-Dlnn) is en face| The poems suggest the.
//< feel of the philosophy of Zen Buddhism. o 7
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10. Vietnam, Our Beloved Land, by Nguyen Cao Dan and Tran Cao Linh.
Rutiand, Vermont: Charles E. Tuttle, 1968. . 124 pp.
(Intermediate through Adult) T —— N

This is a collection of photographs by Vietnamese photo- \ ,
‘graphers designed to show Vietnam as it is remembered by the Viet- A
namese. The 86 photographs are grouped into the following cate- \\
gories, each of which begins with a brief introduction: plains \ -
and meadows, the evergreen highlands, the sea, sand dunes, cultural \
aspects and folklore, Vietnamese boats, the Vietnamese woman, the
Vietnamese soldier. While these photographs have been chosen in’ \
part for their artistic value, most of them also present visually
important aspects of Vietnamese culture as well as views of the
land and people,

11. Vietnam: The Country, The People, by David C. Cooke. New York:
B Grosset & Dunlap,-1968. $4.95. (Secondary and Adult)

The book has 11 chapters covering the legendary origin of

the Vietnamese, their historical background and the characteris- _
tics.of their way of life as compared with those in the Western .
world. Chapter headings are: 1) Legend of the Kindly Dragon, :
2) A Study in Survival, 3) The Family:is Always-First, 4) Paris
of the Orient, 5) Life in a Vietnamese Village, 6) Customs and

. Religions, 7) The-Happy Times, 8) A Different Way of Life, 9)

~ Marriage by Arrangement, 10) Nuoc mam and Hot Dog, 11) Your Future
in the Stars. Most of the information collected is based on the
author's personal contacts during the days he served in Vietnam
as publications @dvisor to the SVN government.

The author dwells heavily on traditions no longér practiced
——~in Vietnam which tend to give the reader a misleading 'impression
of the daily life of the modern Vietnamese.\ He also tends to over-
- generalize, and misinterpretations crop up throughout the book.
- It is yet a delightful book to read if one is\looking for enter-
taining reading material. '

s S .
12. Vietnamese Folk Poetry, translated by John Balaban. Greensboro,

‘ N.C.: Unicorn Press, 1974. 47 pp. $8.00 cloth, $4.00
paperback. (Secondary and Adult) . '

\ — “

l ™ This is a bookuafwfiidftional Vietnamese oral poems. (ca dao)

| collected by the translator in the Mekong delta, Saigon, the Cen-
tral Highlands, and Hue in i911 and 1972, The poems in this book
were chosen from around 500 recorded at that time from about 30

| people ranging from a 5-year-old boy to 'a 72-year-old woman.” In

‘ addition to the 36 short poems (the longest is a page), there is

l & one-page iqtroduction and a biographical note about the translator.
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13, Vietnamese legends, compiled and translated by G.F. Schultz. -
Rutland, Vermont: C.E. Tuttle, 1965. 163 pp., $4.70.
(Secondary and Adult) /

The book contains: 32 short stories as part oé_thé well of
f lklore of Vietnam. Versions preccnted here are most popular”
ones and given in a pleasant style. The author gives a brief note
n the historical background of the country,.pointing out the
eep influencé on the culture by the neighbor in the north, yet
observes that '"on the Chinese base, there has developed a language,
literature~and civilization of distinct Vietnamese flavor", a
point many forelgn writers on Vietnam have missed.

o , , |

{

|

R . T
~

.)’;

‘
-~
N

Zen Poems, /by Nhat Hanh. Greensboro, N.C.: Unicorn Press, in
pr?ss./ $10.00 cloth, $5.00 paperback. /

This book' contains 12 poems. These are written in Vo-Dinh's
ink-and- brush ¢alligraphy (in Vietnamese) on a sheet whiFh also
1nterprets egch verse w1§h a drawing. a\The English translation
(by Teo Savory and Vo-Dinh) isen face! The poems sugggst the.
feel of/ Epe philosophy of Zen. BuddhlnnJ
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